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Minimum Criteria for Initiating Antibiotics for a Urinary Tract Infection 

For residents without an indwelling catheter, initiate antibiotics if the resident meets 
criteria of one of three situations: 

1. Acut e d ysuri a alone  

OR 

2. Fever
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3. S m el l y o r cloud y urine is not  a sympt om of a UTI. 
4. R es i dent s with an interm i t t ent cathet er or a condo m cathet er shoul d be eval uat ed as if 

the y are not cathet eri z ed.  
5. U ri ne cult ures shoul d be used to ident i f y the most appropri at e anti bi ot i c. For residents 

with acut e d ysuri a, it ma y be appropri at e to init i at e empi ri cal anti bi ot i c the rap y; but for 
all other s ympt om s, wait for a urine cult ure.  

6. For residents that regul a r l y run a lo wer temp erat ur e
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